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Jan. 31: Students and university staff members from the Gabriel Rene Moreno Autonomous
University (UAGRM), the Greater San Simon University (UMSS) in Cochabamba, the Oruro
Technical University (UTO), the Tomas Frias University (UTF) in Potosi and the Greater San
Andres University (UMSA) in La Paz commenced a 1,000-km. protest march from Santa Cruz to La
Paz. Demonstrators called for larger budget appropriations by the national government for 1992.
According to university officials, the 1992 federal budget for the nation's universities totals the
equivalent of US$37 million, representing no change from 1991. Feb. 5: In La Paz, spokespersons for
the Local University Federation (FUL) said police had surrounded approximately 700 participants
in the protest march the previous evening. Two students were injured. The Interior Ministry issued
a statement asserting that an assault on La Paz would not be tolerated. Police were ordered to
intercept the demonstrators. Feb. 10: Negotiations began among rectors of the country's nine
universities and the Ministers of Planning, Finance, Labor and Education. Finance Minister David
Blanco said the universities received a 58% budget increase in 1991, and must show how that money
was spent in order to justify any additional increase. Feb. 11: About 3,000 students marched from
the University of La Paz campus to the US Embassy where they were disbursed by police using
tear gas. One student was injured. Feb. 12: About 2,000 university students, the majority women,
marched through the streets of downtown La Paz and paralyzed traffic for over two hours. Feb.
19: Following the breakdown of negotiations between the university rectors and the government,
about 2,000 UMSA students, faculty and staff marched through downtown La Paz. Feb. 21: In La
Paz, an undetermined number of UMSA student protesters were injured or arrested during clashes
with police. Students threw rocks and police fired tear gas. The student demonstrators merged with
retirees demanding an increase in pensions. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 02/05/92, 02/21/92;
Agence France-Presse, 02/03/92, 02/05/92, 02/12/92, 02/19/92, 02/21/92)
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